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HE PARRY ROOM will enter, this year, on its tenth year of 

existence ; we take occasion, therefore, to give some account of 

our stewardship to its many subscribers who helped to provide 
for its equipment, but who are very rarely able to visit the Parry 
Room for themselves. 

The Fund was started in 1920, and had soon reached the sum 
of 41,000. The Committee then met to consider how best 
to adapt the central space in the Library which occupies the whole 
top floor of the College building for the purposes of a Reading Room. 
While the adaptation was in progress, and after the opening of the 
Parry Room, further donations arrived so that by December 1923 
the Fund had reached the total of 41,137 4s. Od. 

A good many alterations had to be made in the Library as it then 
was ; the organ which occupied the west end of the Western bay had 
to be moved and re-erected in a room outside, by the staircase. This 
was a difficult and costly matter, and took some time, and the end wall 
thus exposed was unsightly, and had to be decorated, and hung with 
portraits. The iron grille which had stood under the arch, between 
the West bay and the room which is now the Parry Room, was removed 
to the farther arch, so that access to the Parry Room might be 
unrestricted, while the College Reference Library in the East bay was 
screened off. Various large glass cases containing musical instruments 
were taken out, or removed to the two bays, a few only being left in 
the Parry Room. The room being cleared, it then had to be furnished ; 
six tables and twelve chairs were bought, the carpet from Sir Hubert’s 
room on the ground floor was lent by the College, a charming curtain 
for the sunny South window was given by Miss Susan Lushington and 
Lady Olga Montagu and the Room was ready for use. 

It was informally opened by Sir Hugh Allen, on 26th October, 
1921, and the occasion was made further memorable by a performance 
of Sir Hubert’s “‘ Job,” which was given in the Concert Hall by the 
College Choral Class and Orchestra. A number of books that had 
belonged to Sir Hubert were given by Lady Maud Parry, the complete 
3ach Gesellschaft left by Sir Hubert to Dr. Emily Daymond was 
placed in the Room on loan for reference, and the Parry Room 
Collection was begun. Messrs. Macmillan generously gave us all their 
publications connected with music, Messrs. Novello and the Year 
Book Press, with equal generosity, gave copies of Sir Hubert’s works 
published by them, so that published copies of all his works, as well 
as valuable autographs of many of them, are now in the special book- 
case. Sir Hubert’s executors presented a typed copy of his unpublished 
literary work, “Instinct and Character,” of which only a few copies exist ; 
Dr. Percy Buck gave Sir Hubert’s Bachelor of Music hood, which had 
been given to him by Sir Hubert as the first College student to take 
that degree at Oxford ; and there were other generous gifts of books 
and pictures. 
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Since then we have gone on steadily adding to the Collection, and 
have spent about £130 on books. Readers have been invited to make 
suggestions as to purchases, in the suggestion-book, and as many as 
possible of these have been acted on. We try to keep abreast of the 
times and to buy, as far as we can, all that is really worth buying and 
of value, among modern books on Music. Amongst the larger works 
bought are the new “Grove,” the new “ Eneyclopedia Britannica” in 
its case, Cobbett’s “‘Cyclopedic Survey of Chamber Music,” “Lady 
Nevill’s Book,” and a great many valuable back numbers of the 
Musical Times, which make the collection of that periodical as complete 
as itcan now be made. AMustc and Letters, The London Afercury, The 
Musical Quarterly, and many other magazines are taken in; and the 
numbers of these first three are kept and bound, and have their places 
on the shelves just inside the North windows. In accordance with our 
practice from the beginning, and with our knowledge of Sir Hubert’s 
own sympathy with a wide range of reading, we buy, besides books on 
musical subjects, poetry, and essays on subjects not directly musical. 

By the generosity af the College, shelves were placed right along 
the wall under the South window. Since then, we have considerably 
enlarged our shelf space by having two large blocks of shelves made 
which carry out the plan of construction of the room and give the effect 
of being integral parts of its fabric. They are a distinctly ornamental 
addition to the room, besides being of great use. 

The income of the Parry Room Funp is derived mainly from 
Great Western Railway Stock, and every year it receives a welcome 
addition in the shape of the royalties from the sale of “The Little 
Organ Book,” the contributors to which generously made over their 
royalties to the Parry Room in perpetuity. The income is divided 
between the Maintenance Fund and the Running Expenses Fund. 
The former pays for all furnishing, repairs, maintenance and cleaning ; 
the latter for everything else, including books, magazines, binding, ete. 

We have recently had to buy a dozen new chairs, as the attendance 
on certain afternoons, notably Wednesdays, is in excess of the seating 
accommodation. ‘The room is not used by a large number of students; 
but those who do use it—both members of the College and those who 
apply from outside for permission to do so—appreciate its quiet and 
its atmosphere of study and thought; as well as the opportunity it 
affords for making use of the valuable College Reference Library. 

The Books Committee recently decided to devote a certain sum 
each year to the purchase of the latest and best editions of the classical 
composers—it has not, until now, bought actual musical texts. A 
beginning is being made with the new complete edition of the works 
of Brahms. 

Ever since the opening of the Parry Room, Mr Goldie has been 
its mainstay as Custodian ; and other helpers who take charge during 
certain hours are Mrs. D’Oyly and Mr. Rupert Erlebach, who also 
contribute much valuable work in connection with the books, pictures 
and manuscripts. 
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